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From the Committee on Foreign Af-

fairs, for consideration of secs. 812, 907, 
912, 1011, 1013, 1046, 1201, 1211, 1213–1215, 
1226, 1230A, 1231, 1236, 1239, 1240, Title 
XIII, secs. 1513, 1516, 1517, and 2903 of 
the House bill and secs. 1021, 1023, 1201– 
1203, 1205–1208, 1211–1214, Subtitle D of 
Title XII, Title XIII and sec. 1517 of the 
Senate amendment, and modifications 
committed to conference: Messrs. BER-
MAN, ACKERMAN and Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. 

From the Committee on Homeland 
Security, for consideration of sec. 1101 
of the House bill, and modifications 
committed to conference: Mr. THOMP-
SON of Mississippi, Ms. TITUS and Mr. 
BILIRAKIS. 

From the Committee on House Ad-
ministration, for consideration of Sub-
title H of Title V of the Senate amend-
ment, and modifications committed to 
conference: Messrs. CAPUANO, GON-
ZALEZ and DANIEL E. LUNGREN of Cali-
fornia. 

From the Committee on the Judici-
ary, for consideration of secs. 583, 584, 
1021 and 1604 of the House bill and secs. 
821, 911, 1031, 1033, 1056, 1086 and Divi-
sion E of the Senate amendment, and 
modifications committed to con-
ference: Mr. NADLER of New York, Ms. 
ZOE LOFGREN of California and Mr. 
GOHMERT. 

From the Committee on Natural Re-
sources, for consideration of secs. 1091 
and 2308 of the Senate amendment, and 
modifications committed to con-
ference: Messrs. RAHALL, 
FALEOMAVAEGA and HASTINGS of Wash-
ington. 

From the Committee on Oversight 
and Government Reform, for consider-
ation of secs. 321, 322, 326–329, 335, 537, 
666, 814, 815, 834, 1101–1107, 1110–1113 and 
Title II of Division D of the House bill 
and secs. 323, 323A–323C, 814, 822, 824, 
901, 911, 1056, 1086, 1101–1105 and 1162 of 
the Senate amendment, and modifica-
tions committed to conference: Messrs. 
TOWNS, LYNCH and FORTENBERRY. 

From the Committee on Science and 
Technology, for consideration of secs. 
248, 819, 836, and 911 of the House bill 
and secs. 801, 814, 833, 834, 912 and Divi-
sion F of the Senate amendment, and 
modifications committed to con-
ference: Messrs. GORDON of Tennessee, 
WU and SMITH of Nebraska. 

From the Committee on Small Busi-
ness, for consideration of sec. 830 of the 
House bill and secs. 833, 834, 838, 1090 
and Division F of the Senate amend-
ment, and modifications committed to 
conference: Ms. VELÁZQUEZ and Messrs. 
NYE and GRAVES. 

From the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure, for consider-
ation of secs. 315, 601 and 2811 of the 
House bill and secs. 311, 601, 933, 2835, 
3301, 6002, 6007, 6008, 6012 and 6013 of the 
Senate amendment, and modifications 
committed to conference: Mr. 
CUMMINGS, Ms. RICHARDSON and Mr. 
MICA. 

From the Committee on Veterans’ 
Affairs, for consideration of secs. 525, 
583, 584 and sec. 121 of Division D of the 
House bill and secs. 573–575, 617, 711, 

Subtitle E of Title X, secs. 1084 and 1085 
of the Senate amendment, and modi-
fications committed to conference: 
Messrs. RODRIGUEZ, DONNELLY of Indi-
ana and BUYER. 

There was no objection. 
f 

NO FEDERAL FUNDS FOR COR-
PORATIONS CONVICTED OF 
FELONIES 

(Ms. MCCOLLUM asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Ms. MCCOLLUM. Madam Speaker, 
last week I introduced legislation to 
cut off Federal dollars to corporations 
that are convicted of felonies. Pres-
ently, corporate crooks are allowed to 
continue to receive taxpayer dollars, 
and that’s wrong. 

I urge my colleagues, Republicans 
and Democrats, to cosponsor H.R. 3679, 
the ACORN Act—the Against Corpora-
tions Organizing to Rip-off the Nation 
Act of 2009, and end waste, fraud, and 
abuse of billions of taxpayers’ dollars. 

Last month, Congress took action to 
defund nonprofits serving America, but 
it failed to act against the corporate 
crooks that are actually guilty of felo-
nies—including defrauding taxpayers. 

Why are companies that break the 
law as a business strategy allowed to 
receive taxpayer funds? A government 
contract is a privilege, not a right, and 
if a company commits a felony against 
the people of the United States, then 
that privilege must end. 

It is time that Congress get serious 
and end taxpayer funding of corporate 
cheats, crooks, and criminals. 

I urge support for H.R. 3679. 
[From The Nation, Oct. 5, 2009] 

AN ACORN AMENDMENT FOR PFIZER 

(By Jeremy Scahill) 

In the wake of the Congressional witch 
hunt against the community organization 
ACORN, initiated by Republican minority 
leader John Boehner and supported by all 
but seventy-five Democrats in the House and 
ten in the Senate (Independent Bernie Sand-
ers also voted no), a small number of Demo-
cratic lawmakers are pushing back. Last 
week, in response to the Defund ACORN Act, 
which seeks to prohibit federal funds to the 
community group, Minnesota Democrat 
Betty McCollum, a member of the House Ap-
propriations Committee, introduced an 
ACORN act of her own. It is titled the 
‘‘Against Corporations Organizing to Rip-off 
the Nation Act of 2009,’’ also referred to sim-
ply as the ACORN Act. HR 3679 seeks to 
‘‘prohibit the Federal Government from 
awarding contracts, grants, or other agree-
ments to, providing any other Federal funds 
to, or engaging in activities that promote 
certain corporations or companies guilty of 
certain felony convictions.’’ 

While some lawmakers are focused on ex-
posing the hypocrisy of targeting ACORN 
and allowing the fraud- and abuse-plagued 
war industry to go untouched, McCollum’s 
legislation takes aim at massive healthcare 
corporations. ‘‘It’s time Congress get serious 
about taxpayer funding of corporate cheats, 
crooks and criminals,’’ says McCollum. 
‘‘Last month Congress took action to defund 
a nonprofit serving poor Americans but 
failed to act against the corporate crooks 
that are actually guilty of felonies—includ-

ing defrauding taxpayers. Why are compa-
nies that break the law as a business strat-
egy allowed to receive taxpayer funds? A 
government contract is a privilege, not a 
right. If a company commits a felony against 
the people of the United States, then that 
privilege must end.’’ Significantly, McCol-
lum’s co-sponsors on the legislation include 
Wisconsin Democrat David Obey, chair of the 
House Appropriations Committee. Obey was 
one of those 172 House Democrats who joined 
Republicans in voting to defund ACORN on 
September 17. McCollum, who voted against 
the Defund ACORN legislation, says that her 
own legislation is ‘‘modeled after’’ that one 
but ‘‘respects the Constitution by requiring 
a corporation to be guilty of a felony before 
federal funds are cut off.’’ 

McCollum’s bill cites the 2008 Corporate 
Fraud Task Force Report to the President, 
which found that in fiscal year 2007, ‘‘United 
States Attorneys’ offices opened 878 new 
criminal health care fraud investigations in-
volving 1,548 potential defendants. Federal 
prosecutors had 1,612 health care fraud 
criminal investigations pending, involving 
2,603 potential defendants, and filed criminal 
charges in 434 cases involving 786 defendants. 
A total of 560 defendants were convicted for 
health care fraud-related crimes during the 
year.’’ 

McCollum’s bill singles out Pharmacia & 
Upjohn Company Inc., a subsidiary of Pfizer. 
Last month Pfizer agreed to pay a $2.3 bil-
lion settlement, which the Justice Depart-
ment calls ‘‘the largest healthcare fraud set-
tlement in the history of the Department of 
Justice.’’ The settlement stemmed from 
Pfizer’s ‘‘illegal promotion of certain phar-
maceutical products,’’ where the company 
marketed dosages that had not been ap-
proved by the FDA. The company will also 
plead guilty to a felony violation of the 
Food, Drug and Cosmetic Act for mis-
branding the anti-inflammatory drug Bextra 
‘‘with the intent to defraud or mislead.’’ 
Prosecutors allege that the company mar-
keted ‘‘off label’’ uses of the drug, despite 
FDA bans. As the New York Times reported, 
‘‘Pfizer instructed its sales representatives 
to tell doctors that the drug could be used to 
treat acute and surgical pain and at doses 
well above those approved, even though the 
drug’s dangers—which included kidney, skin 
and heart risks—increased with the dose, the 
government charged. The drug was with-
drawn in 2005 because of its risks to the 
heart and skin.’’ Pharmacia & Upjohn will 
also pay a criminal fine of $1.195 billion, ‘‘the 
largest criminal fine ever imposed in the 
United States for any matter,’’ according to 
the DoJ. Federal prosecutors also stated: 

Pfizer has agreed to pay $1 billion to re-
solve allegations under the civil False 
Claims Act that the company illegally pro-
moted four drugs—Bextra; Geodon, an anti- 
psychotic drug; Zyvox, an antibiotic; and 
Lyrica, an anti-epileptic drug—and caused 
false claims to be submitted to government 
health care programs for uses that were not 
medically accepted indications and therefore 
not covered by those programs. The civil set-
tlement also resolves allegations that Pfizer 
paid kickbacks to health care providers to 
induce them to prescribe these, as well as 
other, drugs. The federal share of the civil 
settlement is $668,514,830 and the state Med-
icaid share of the civil settlement is 
$331,485,170. This is the largest civil fraud 
settlement in history against a pharma-
ceutical company. 

On September 2, 2009, federal prosecutors, 
White House officials and military criminal 
investigators praised the settlement. ‘‘Pfizer 
violated the law over an extensive time pe-
riod,’’ said Mike Loucks, acting U.S. Attor-
ney for the District of Massachusetts. He 
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added the fine against the company ‘‘dem-
onstrates that such blatant and continued 
disregard of the law will not be tolerated.’’ 

Health and Human Services Secretary 
Kathleen Sebelius called it a ‘‘historic set-
tlement’’ and said the government is looking 
‘‘for new ways to prevent fraud before it hap-
pens. Healthcare is too important to let a 
single dollar go to waste.’’ 

Assistant Attorney General Tony West 
said, ‘‘Illegal conduct and fraud by pharma-
ceutical companies puts the public health at 
risk, corrupts medical decisions by 
healthcare providers and costs the govern-
ment billions of dollars,’’ adding that the 
plea agreements ‘‘represent yet another ex-
ample of what penalties will be faced when a 
pharmaceutical company puts profits ahead 
of patient welfare.’’ 

Patrick McFarland, inspector general of 
the Office of Personnel Management, said 
the settlement ‘‘reminds the pharmaceutical 
industry that it must observe those stand-
ards and reflects the commitment of federal 
law enforcement organizations to pursue im-
proper and illegal conduct that places 
healthcare consumers at risk.’’ 

The head of the Defense Criminal Inves-
tigative Service said that Pfizer’s actions 
‘‘significantly impacted the integrity of 
TRICARE, the Department of Defense’s 
healthcare system,’’ saying ‘‘This illegal ac-
tivity increases patients’ costs, threatens 
their safety and negatively affects the deliv-
ery of healthcare services to the over 9 mil-
lion military members, retirees and their 
families who rely on this system.’’ 

Yet, despite all of these tough state-
ments—and many more by top officials— 
Pfizer and its vast network of subsidiaries 
continue to win massive government con-
tracts. Last year Pfizer made more than $40 
billion in profits, and in 2007 it had more 
than $73 million in federal contracts. 

Loucks points out that ‘‘at the very same 
time Pfizer was in our office negotiating and 
resolving the allegations of criminal conduct 
by its then newly acquired subsidiary, War-
ner-Lambert, Pfizer was itself in its other 
operations violating those very same laws.’’ 
In other words, the criminal conduct con-
tinues even as the company settles cases. 
‘‘The CEO and Board of Directors should 
have been indicted,’’ wrote former New York 
City Mayor Ed Koch. ‘‘That is truly the only 
way to stop the practices which produce so 
much wealth for the company, its stock-
holders, officers and directors.’’ 

The glaring question here is, Why is the 
‘‘corporate felon’’ Pfizer still on the federal 
dole? ACORN, which received a total of $53 
million in federal funds over fifteen years, 
much of it going toward low-income housing 
initiatives, was singled out for a ban on 
funding over the actions of a handful of em-
ployees that were promptly fired. The fact is, 
Congress went after ACORN with a legisla-
tive nuke but, for years, has greeted Pfizer 
with welcoming arms and open wallets. 

McCollum’s legislation states that no fed-
eral contract, grant or ‘‘any other form’’ of 
agreement ‘‘may be awarded to or entered 
into with the corporation or company for a 
5-year period beginning 30 days after the 
date of the criminal conviction involved’’ 
and states that ‘‘no Federal funds in any 
other form may be provided to the corpora-
tion or company for such 5-year period.’’ The 
legislation also goes after criminal corpora-
tions’ ability to inject cash into the cam-
paign coffers of politicians, prohibiting ‘‘cor-
porate felons’’ from ‘‘contributing to a can-
didate for federal office, to a political party, 
or to a federal political action committee for 
five years.’’ 

In 2008 Pfizer gave $980,048 in campaign 
contributions to Democrats, representing 52 
percent of its total campaign contributions. 

It was the first year since 1990 that Pfizer 
gave more to Democrats than Republicans. 
The biggest recipients of Pfizer campaign 
dollars last year were Democratic Congress-
man Allen Boyd, who serves on the Appro-
priations Committee, and Democratic Sen-
ator Chris Dodd, a senior member of the 
Health, Education, Labor and Pensions Com-
mittee. In the 2010 cycle, the company has 
given 60 percent of its campaign cash to 
Democrats. Barack Obama blew out John 
McCain in contributions from the pharma-
ceutical industry, taking in some $2.1 mil-
lion compared to the $668,000 contributed to 
McCain’s campaign. 

McCollum’s legislation would limit the 
amount of lobbying expenditures by ‘‘cor-
porate felons’’ to $1 million a calendar year. 
In 2009 Pfizer has already spent $11,720,000 on 
lobbying. 

ACORN does not have high-powered lobby-
ists, and its 400,000 member families do not 
give major campaign contributions. If they 
did, the Defund Acorn bill would never have 
passed Congress. The question for those 
Democrats who voted to go after this com-
munity organization on dubious allegations 
is a simple one: will you apply that standard 
to actual corporate felons with real-life rap 
sheets whose actions have actually harmed 
ordinary Americans and ripped off tax-
payers? 

f 

SPECIAL ORDERS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 6, 2009, and under a previous order 
of the House, the following Members 
will be recognized for 5 minutes each. 

f 

OLDER DRIVER AND PEDESTRIAN 
SAFETY AND ROADWAY EN-
HANCEMENT ACT OF 2009 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. ALTMIRE) 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. ALTMIRE. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today in support of legislation that I 
have introduced that will help reduce 
the number of deaths and injuries oc-
curring on our Nation’s roadways. 

H.R. 3355, the Older Driver and Pedes-
trian Safety and Roadway Enhance-
ment Act of 2009, authorizes $500 mil-
lion annually to be distributed to 
States from the existing highway trust 
fund to make our roads safer for older 
Americans. These funds can be used to 
make roadway improvements as de-
scribed in the Federal Highway Admin-
istration’s Older Driver Handbook. 

While older drivers have years of ex-
perience behind the wheel, they often 
require more time than younger driv-
ers to react to changes on the road and 
are sometimes restricted in movement 
and cannot always meet the physical 
demands of turning to look at a blind 
spot or making sharp turns. According 
to the American Traffic Safety Serv-
ices Association and the National Asso-
ciation of County Engineers’ ‘‘Low 
Cost Local Road Safety Solutions’’ 
publication, simple changes to signs 
and markings have a proven track 
record of being both affordable and ex-
tremely effective at reducing roadway 
deaths and injuries. 

Some examples of these vital road 
safety improvements that would be 
funded by this legislation are signs 
with more legible font, retro-reflective 
sheeting and retro-reflective pavement 
markings, left turn lanes at intersec-
tions and improved sign placement to 
ensure that drivers have adequate time 
to make informed decisions on the 
road. 

Last year, more than 37,000 men, 
women and children perished on Amer-
ica’s roadways. This bill will be an ef-
fective step forward in reducing this 
sobering statistic. According to the 
AARP’s Public Policy Institute, as of 
2003, 80 percent of persons age 65 and 
older were licensed drivers, and 90 per-
cent of all trips by older Americans are 
by automobile, whether as a driver or 
passenger. This is especially true in 
suburban and rural areas where mass 
transportation systems are limited or 
nonexistent. By 2020, one in five li-
censed drivers will be 65 years or older. 
By 2025, this number is expected to be 
one in four. 

With Congress continuing to debate 
the next transportation authorization, 
it is important that we do not lose 
sight of the older citizens in our com-
munities. By improving the safety of 
our roads and highways and making 
their daily travel as safe as possible, 
we increase road safety for all Ameri-
cans. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues on 
both sides of the aisle to support this 
legislation that will improve road safe-
ty in every one of their districts. 
Please join me in raising awareness for 
road safety and the wellbeing of older 
and younger drivers alike by sup-
porting H.R. 3355. 

f 

AMERICA FUNDING OFFSHORE 
DRILLING IN BRAZIL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. POE) is recog-
nized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, just 
one short year ago, the ban was lifted 
for drilling for oil on the Outer Conti-
nental Shelf. We call that the OCS. 
And that was a good thing. We should 
be one year closer to all those high- 
paying jobs. We should be one year 
closer to that shot in the arm for the 
American economy. We should be one 
year closer to American energy inde-
pendence. But we’re not. 

Not by a long shot, because, you see, 
Mr. Speaker, the government still 
stonewalls offshore drilling. And that’s 
unfortunate for America. Between the 
OCS and oil shale resources, America 
could replace all of the oil Saudi Ara-
bia sends us for the next 20 years. And 
that’s a lot of oil. 

During that time, we could explore 
and develop other alternative energies 
to power our economy in the future. 
Also, by providing for our own energy 
with natural gas, solar, oil and nuclear, 
all of those issues are national security 
issues, so we won’t depend on foreign 
countries for our energy in the future. 
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